Gilbert Leonard Wagenaar
January 29, 1927 - March 8, 2020

Gilbert Leonard Wagenaar died in Elkhorn, Nebraska on March 8, 2020 at the age of 93.
Gilbert was born in Spokane, Washington on January 29th, 1927, to Leonard and Elma
Wagenaar. He graduated from Latah High School in Washington in 1944. After high
school Gilbert decided to enlist in the United States Army. While in the Army he married
Elaine Young, at the Presido in San Francisco, on September 21, 1946. Elaine and Gilbert
were married 71 years. Following WWII they moved to the Tri-Cities. After moving to the
Tri-Cities he began working in the Hanford Area. The couple had four children, Dewey,
Daniel, Dale, and Dana.
Gilbert was a lifelong member of the American Legion and the VFW. He was a bugler for
the VFW for many years. Gilbert was actively involved in Campfire Girls, Boy Scouts, and
was an avid golfer and fisherman. Elaine and Gilbert lived in Richland up until 2012 when
they moved to Omaha, NE to be closer to their family.
Gilbert is survived by his daughter, Dale Pritchett and husband Blaine of Elkhorn, NE;
grandchildren, Daniel Pritchett of Elkhorn, NE; Aaron Pritchett and wife Tara of
Bennington, NE; Larissa Travis and husband Jeremy of Valley, NE; and 6 grandchildren
Skyler and Carter Pritchett; Brody, Drake, Gage, and Grady Travis. He was preceded in
death by his wife Elaine Wagenaar, sons Dewey and Daniel, daughter Dana and a
granddaughter Mary Katherine Pritchett.
A military service and interment will be at Sunset Memorial Gardens at a later date.
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My condolences to Gil's family.
I used to work with Gil at the Hanford Site. He showed me the ropes and regaled
me with stories when I first started working there. He taught me a lot the world of
drillers and technical work at the Site and I counted him as a friend. He and
Elaine always made sure I knew I was welcome at their house for the holidays if I
couldn't join my family in western Washington.
The last time I think I saw him he was out on the Horn Rapids golf course and I
happened to drive by and see him. I stopped my car and ran over to give him a
hug and say a quick hi before his foursome had to continue on. He was a big,
gentle man and I've missed seeing him.
Mickie Chamness - May 11, 2020 at 02:29 PM
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Our deepest sympathy to Gil's family. We got to know him at
Marquis and my dad enjoyed having him as a tablemate.
Nancy Ovenden

Nancy Ovenden - March 11, 2020 at 06:23 PM

