Betty G Kirchmann

July 16, 1926 - February 13, 2013

Betty Gernelle (Keener) Kirchmann was born on July 16, 1926 in Fremont,
Nebraska to George and Gernelle (Andersen) Keener. She attended Fremont
grade school and graduated from Fremont High School in 1944. As a young
girl, Betty enjoyed sewing and music especially piano. In her early years,
Betty and her mother lived at the Lindstrom Inn, a boarding house in Fremont,
owned by sisters Emma Meservy and Julia Lindstrom. When she was three,
Gernelle married William Leister and Betty enjoyed a typical family life. When
Betty was 8 years old her mother was diagnosed with cancer and died in April
of 1934. Again it was Julia that stepped up and took Betty in and cared for her.
It was here that Betty learned to play the piano and the violin and was able to
take voice lessons. After she was a little older, Betty would spend summers
with the Wilson family near Des Moines, lowa up until she was married. This
friendship lasted a lifetime, keeping in touch up until last year.

Betty married Ken Kirchmann on April 29, 1945 at the First Methodist Church
in Fremont, Nebraska and they were blessed with three children: John, Nancy
and Kent. Betty and Ken raised their family in the Valley and Yutan area.
Betty was first and foremost a mother and farm wife but as the children got
older she worked outside the home at Sears, Ashland Care Center and for Dr.
Branchaud in Yutan. Betty and Ken enjoyed weekly dances and following
Kent’'s Rodeo competitions. She enjoyed crafts, puzzles and crocheting, which
she would give away to family and friends. Betty stayed active following the
activities of her grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was active in her



church, teaching music at Sunday school classes. Betty was often cold and
always had a sweater on and did not tolerate having her hair messed up. She
always looked forward to dinner out at many of the Fremont restaurants.
Betty passed away on Wednesday, February 13, 2013 at the Saunders
County Care Center in Wahoo, Nebraska with her family by her side at the
age of 86 years, 6 months and 28 days. She was preceded in death by her
mother Gernelle and husband Ken; Betty is survived by her sons John (Lene)
of Ashland, NE and Kent (Heather) of Ashland, NE; daughter Nancy (Roger)
Juedes of Yutan; 7 grandchildren: Tricia and Chad Fox, Julie and JD Collins,
Mike and Stacy Kirchmann, Jennifer and Ryan Ravenscroft, Russell Juedes,
Colton Kirchmann and Rylee Kirchmann and 9 great grandchildren: Nate,
Zach and Josh Fox, Caleb and Jacob Juedes, Sela and Ethan Ravenscroft
and Krystin and Thomas Collins.



Tribute Wall

Betty G Kirchmann

December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

| want to share a wonderful memory | have of Betty... My family lived
in the Yutan area when | was in elementary school, until we moved
to Blair when | was in third grade. | recall going to Nancy's birthday
party, and | showed Betty how | could play the piano by ear with my
right hand. She asked if | could use the left hand too, but | didn't
know how. Betty showed me how to chord with my left hand, and |
could hardly wait to go home and show my mother what I'd learned
to do. I've enjoyed playing the piano my entire life, and am a pianist
at VonMaur in Lincoln where we live. | wish | would have thanked
Betty for encouraging me, and helping me to realize a life-long love
for the piano.

Mary Ann (Suess) Sonderegger - February 19, 2013 at 09:43 PM

John, Nancy & Kent & families:

| am so sorry to hear about your Mom. She was so special to me
and the last living link in that generation to Grandma Wilson. They
each thought so much of each other. | always enjoyed Gernelle's
stories of her time spent with Grandma. | will miss her newsy letters
she would send to me telling me about all of you and what was
happening in your lives. My heart goes out to all of you. | am so
sorry | will not be able to attend her funeral but | will be there with
you in prayer & spirit. Please send me a couple of her funeral
leaflets. My prayers are with all of you.

Cynthia Fisher - February 14, 2013 at 02:20 PM



