
Carl Ray Patterson
May 14, 1945 - January 21, 2022

Carl Ray Patterson was born May 14, 1945 to James and Eva (Wright)
Patterson in Centerville, Iowa. He grew up in Centerville where he graduated
from Centerville High School in 1963. After high school, he decided to
continue his education at Centerville Community College and later at the
University of Northern Iowa (formerly Iowa State Teacher’s College). He
graduated with a degree in Marketing in 1967 and later enrolled at University
of Nebraska at Omaha taking accounting classes to complete his CPA
requirements. After he graduated at UNI he worked at the IRS until he retired
in 1999. Later in life he started working at the University of Illinois in early
2005 and retired in 2018. 

 

On August 15, 1968, Carl joined the United States Army. He served overseas
in Vietnam and was awarded the National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam
Service Medal, and a Bronze Star. Carl was honorable discharged from the
Army on August 14, 1970. Carl was proud of his service and later joined the
Bennington Legion and was active in service to the community. 

Carl married Carole Wakefield on June 5, 1971 at Drake Avenue Christian
Church in Centerville. For the first few years of marriage, they lived in
Ottumwa Iowa, but moved to Omaha where they stayed for 30 years. During
those years, they welcomed their child Jeff into the world. During this time,
Carl worked as a CPA for the IRS. Carl and Carole later moved to Champaign,



IL where they resided for four years before deciding to return to Omaha. 

From a young age, Carl enjoyed listening to jazz music and attended many
jazz concerts throughout his life. Carl also loved reading the newspaper and
nonfiction books as well as visiting historical landmarks and national parks.
During his travels, he liked to take photographs of the sites and also made
time for bird watching. He was an avid train collector and was very interested
in ancestry research and genealogy. 

Carl was a fan of sports but baseball, basketball and football were his
favorites to watch. He especially like rooting for Northern Iowa University,
University of Illinois and the San Antonio Spurs. Jeff has fond memories of
watching sporting events with his dad. When going out to eat, Carl’s favorite
restaurants were Za’s Italian café in Illinois, Brother Sebastian’s steakhouse,
and Don & Millie’s. He enjoyed going out for meals and his favorite meal was
at Jim Goulds in Champaign Illinois and received a good size steak and a
gigantic baked potato. 

 

His family and friends will remember Carl as a man who was dedicated to his
family, his country and community, and his work. He was also very smart and
efficient when getting work done. Anyone could count on Carl to lend a hand
when it was needed. He also had a fun side to him and was known as a
jokester. Carl was preceded in death by his parents, James and Eva
Patterson. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Carole and their son Jeff;
and siblings: Paul & Betty Patterson, and Norma June and James Blyth. 

He will be tremendously missed by friends and family.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 26. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

 Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd. 

 P.O. Box 711
Elkhorn, NE 68022
 402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Funeral Ceremony

JAN 27. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

St. Andrew United Methodist Church
15050 W. Maple Rd.
Omaha, NE 68164

Graveside Service

JAN 27. 11:30 AM (CT)

Flower Hill Cemetery-Omaha
144th Street, N. of Fort St.
Omaha, NE 68164

mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/
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December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

Carl Ray Patterson

Loretta Guzzi - January 27, 2022 at 08:55 PM

Sympathy to you and your family Carole. From a Class of "63 grad.
Loretta Guzzi

Pamela Riddick Wiegarden - January 27, 2022 at 04:50 PM

Carol so sorry about Carl. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Love

Linda and Jim Dobler and their kids - January 26, 2022 at
11:37 AM

Linda and Jim Dobler and their kids purchased
the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Carl
Ray Patterson.

Ray Joyce - January 26, 2022 at 11:18 AM

Carole and Jeff, I am sad to read of Carl's passing. Please know
Carole, you and Carl have always been a part of my life! It's been a
long time since you folks moved from Ottumwa to Omaha, but
friendship memories have never been forgotten, nor will those ever
be forgotten. God Bless!

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


RJ



Roberta Jones - January 25, 2022 at 08:00 PM

Graduated with Carl. He was a really good kid. Always pleasant to
be around. My sympathy to the family.

January 25, 2022 at 01:07 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Carl Ray Patterson.

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

