James Gerald Butler
April 23, 1936 - July 1, 2021

Celebrating the Life of James Butler

Born and raised in Austin, Minnesota, James Butler began his journey through
life on April 23, 1936, and what a life it was. When Jim graduated from Austin
High School in 1955, he didn’t know exactly what path to take so he attended
2 years of Community College in Austin, MN and following college, it all
changed when he began working at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester. There
he discovered his life’'s work, passion for nursing, and anesthesia. Jim
became one of the first male students admitted to the Presentation School of
Nursing and School of Anesthesia in Aberdeen, SD. He successfully
graduated, was named State School Nurse of the Year, and became a well-
known freelance anesthetist (CRNA) throughout Western Nebraska, and last
17 years in Torrington, WY., a career he cherished for a total of 38 years.

While in school, he met his wife of 57 years, Annette, who he married on
February 8, 1964. Together they loved to golf, travel, cards, dancing, entertain
with many cherished friends, and always loved his martinis. Jim could often be
heard saying, “It's 5’0 clock somewhere”. Jim was a hard-working man who
loved his job, his family, his in-laws, and never met a stranger. He was a
perfectionist, known for having the best lawn in the neighborhood. Jim and
Annette raised three children, Mark, Sonja, and Michelle, and taught them
many important life lessons such as a strong work ethic, patience, and a pet



peeve for littering! He was a devoted dad who never missed a ball game and
enjoyed making memories with his kids on Lake McConaughy where he
shared his joy of boating, skiing, tubing, and fishing.

Jim also loved to hunt with his family/friends and his beloved German
Shorthair, Fritz. These hunts became a long-standing holiday tradition with his
son Mark and son-in-law Chuck on Thanksgiving and Christmas mornings.
Jim was a devoted Catholic with a passion for sharing the gospel as a
Eucharistic Minister. For several years Jim and Annette would host catechism
classes in their home. Jim had a way of captivating them with his teachings.
Jim had a special way of drawing people to him, a soothing personality where
he excelled as a leader and teacher.

Shortly after retirement, Jim and Annette moved to DeSmet/Lake Preston, SD
area, enjoying 18 years living on Lake Thompson. Throughout those years
they made dear friendships and created precious memories with his
grandchildren with ATV rides, visits to SD State Fair, fishing, cruises, and
many more. Later in life he took up wood carving where his persistence and
love of Christ really shined. Jim diligently carved a Crown of Thorns and/or
Praying Hands for each of his grandchildren for their First Communion. Each
one taking him over a year to complete, again showing his love and devotion
as a grandpa. This persistence and perseverance could be seen throughout
his life and even at the end of his life. When he and Annette moved into Maple
Ridge, Jim was intent on starting Poker club. He made sure everyone had fun,
but that they also followed the rules. Jim’s personality was contagious to
everyone he met, his humor and his spirit will live on through his family,
friends, and their many memories.

He was preceded in death by: his parents, Clarence and Esther Butler, and
his stepmother Clarissa Butler. Jim is survived by: his loving wife, Annette
Butler of Omaha; son, Dr. Mark (Ann Willet) Butler of Lincoln, NE; daughters,



Sonja (Dr. Chuck) Sprague of Waterloo, NE and Michelle Butler Boles of
Omaha; four grandchildren, Sean and Cole Butler, and Nick and Nathan
Sprague; a sister, Patricia Jorstad of Grand Rapids, MN.

Memorial service will be held on Friday, July 9, 2021 at 10:30 at St. Vincent
DePaul Catholic Church in Omaha followed by a visitation/luncheon at the
church. Burial will take at the Prospect Hill Cemetery in Elkhorn following. A
rosary will be said at 10 am before the service at the church. Memorials in his
name can be made to either St. Vincent DePaul Catholic Church or to
Brookstone Meadows and can be left or mailed to the Reichmuth Funeral
Home in Elkhorn at P.O. Box 67 who is caring for the Butler family at this time.
The service will be webcasted at: reichmuthfuneralnomes.com



Cemetery Details

Prospect Hill Cemetery

21907 West Maple Road
Elkhorn, NE 68022

Previous Events

Rosary

JUL 9. 10:00 AM (CT)

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
142nd & Eagle Run Dr.
Omaha, NE

Mass of the Christian Burial

JUL 9. 10:30 AM (CT)

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
142nd & Eagle Run Dr.
Omaha, NE



Tribute Wall

Reichmuth Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of James
Gerald Butler

Reichmuth Funeral Home - July 06, 2021 at 10:09 AM

We are experiencing technical difficulties with the WiFi Connection at
the Church, this service is being recorded and will be uploaded for later
viewing. We apologize for this inconvenience.

Juile - July 09, 2021 at 11:52 AM

James Gerald Butler

December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

Your Hydromax USA Family purchased the Large

Basket Garden for the family of James Gerald
Butler.

Your Hydromax USA Family - July 08, 2021 at 11:59 AM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of James Gerald Butler.

July 07, 2021 at 10:17 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of James Gerald Butler.

July 05, 2021 at 07:19 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of James Gerald Bultler.

July 05, 2021 at 04:04 PM

Anita Weibel and Boys purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of James Gerald Butler.

Anita Weibel and Boys - July 05, 2021 at 12:28 PM



https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of James Gerald Butler.

July 04, 2021 at 06:33 PM

Annette,

We are shocked and saddened to learn of the death of our good
friend, Jim. Isn't it funny that we had to come clear to Omaha to
make friends with our fellow South Dakotans, you and Jim. What
great people you are and alot of us will be grateful to Jim for getting
us freshened up on our poker games again, ha.

Eternal rest grant unto Jim, Oh Lord; and let perpetual light shine
upon him. Amen

Love, Carv and Marg

Carveth Thompson - July 03, 2021 at 10:30 PM
Thank you for sharing Jim with us. It was an honor being one of his
nurses. He will truly be missed. God bless him and his family and
friends.

Carol B. - July 03, 2021 at 03:39 PM
Annette, so sorry to hear of your loss, share in your sorrow and
send my love and prayers. Bet you are really thankful to be near

your kids. God Bless

Bev Paschke - July 03, 2021 at 11:12 AM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
James Gerald Butler.

July 03, 2021 at 10:56 AM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

