John Anthony Hickman

April 20, 1961 - April 27, 2019

John Anthony Hickman was born April 20, 1961 in Michigan City, Indiana to
Harold and Geraldine (Kaletha) Hickman. Their family moved to Valley,
Nebraska in 1970 and John graduated from Valley High School in 1979. After
high school, John worked as a millwright until he started his own auto body
and mechanic shop.

John married Becky Buchanan on August 3, 1985 at St Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Valley, Nebraska where they made their home until the present.
John’s passion was working on anything with wheels, which led him into his
very successful business J & B Auto Body and Engine for the last 34 years.
He very recently sold his business to “slow down” which we all knew was
never going to happen and was working harder than ever. Early on he enjoyed
racing cars on weekends and working on them all week prior with his pit crew.
He also enjoyed mud drags, demolition derbies, riding ATVs, boating, jet
skiing and car shows, anything that involved a motor. When racing lost the
appeal, he turned to motorcycles and taking relaxing rides on back roads or
the weekend poker runs with friends. He made 3 trips to Sturgis, SD for the
annual bike rally on his bike which was one of the things he most wanted to
do. Relaxing was not something that John knew how to do very often, but he
enjoyed taking trips, even though after going to some exotic location someone
would ask where he had been and he would always have to ask, “Now where
were we?”

John was very fortunate and unfortunate in his life, becoming a diabetic as a



child led to health issues that would follow him his whole life. He experienced
kidney failure which resulted in him being a dialysis patient on and off over the
last 29 years. He received 1 kidney/pancreas transplant in 1991, another
kidney transplant in 2001 from a dear friend, and another one in 2011. As a
side effect of these health issues he also had brain cancer, skin cancer and
heart problems. Through all of this he still worked every day and would help
any friend in need.

John passed away after a lengthy stay in the hospital on April 27, 2019 ~
seven days after his 58th birthday. He was preceded in death by his father,
Harold Hickman, mother Geraldine Hickman, and brother Harold Hickman.
John is survived by his wife, Becky Hickman, sisters: Vicki (Stan) Wulf of
Scribner, and Mary (Mike) Myers of Leshara, brother David (Nui) Hickman of
Fremont, and many nieces and nephews and great nieces and nephews.
John was surrounded by a great group of family and friends that would drop
anything to come help him at any time or place and he was extremely grateful
for all of them.

John A. Hickman, age 58 of Valley, died 4/27/19. Preceded in death by
parents Harold & Geraldine Hickman, and brother Harold Jr. Survived by wife
Becky of Valley, sisters Mary & Michael Myers of Leshara, NE, and Vicki &
Stan Wulf of Scribner, brother David & Nui Hickman of Fremont, and many
nieces and nephews.

Memorial service 11 AM Thursday at the funeral home in Elkhorn. Visitation
Wednesday from 5-8 PM at the funeral home. Private interment. Memorials to
the Nebraska Humane Society or the American Diabetes Association.
Condolences



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 1. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Memorial Service

MAY 2. 11:00 AM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/
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Tribute Wall

John Anthony Hickman

December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

May 01, 2019 at 10:42 AM

Brother, | have never know a life without you in it. | can truly say that
it is, and will be a much lonelier life. Thank you for always being
there for me. There was no way | could ever repay you for for all
you have done for me. Give Mom a kiss and hug from me and and |
will see you soon Brother. | love you...

Dave Hickman - May 01, 2019 at 10:35 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
John Anthony Hickman.

April 30, 2019 at 08:54 PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John Anthony Hickman.

April 30, 2019 at 07:10 PM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 30, 2019 at 09:27 AM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 30, 2019 at 02:57 AM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 29, 2019 at 03:17 PM



https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John Anthony Hickman.

April 29, 2019 at 11:26 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 28, 2019 at 09:23 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 28, 2019 at 07:14 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of John Anthony Hickman.

April 28, 2019 at 12:32 PM



https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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