
Lily Elizabeth Leyden
December 30, 2003 - April 26, 2008

Lily Elizabeth Leyden was born on December 30, 2003 in Omaha, Nebraska
to John and Shelly (Wilkins) Leyden. The youngest of three children, Lily lived
her short life in Omaha, very much a "daddy's girl' and a beloved little sister to
Lindsey and Connor. 

 At two, Lily's right eye began to protrude. After visits to doctors and a MRI, it
was found that Lily had two chloromas in her head. She underwent a brain
biopsy and three weeks later, Lily was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid
Leukemia. Lily initially endured five rounds of chemo treatments, several bone
marrow biopsies and countless transfusions. Through it all she was strong
and accepted her situation. She adjusted her life style to a child confined to a
hospital and made the most out of what she was given. During Lily's short
remission, we enjoyed a summer filled with many memories. She received a
Make-A-Wish trip to Disney World in May 2007. The princesses were the
highlight of her trip and for us, it was fun to see her smile and be a normal
three year old. 

 Lily relapsed in July 2007 and underwent two more rounds of chemotherapy
to try and achieve remission before heading to Minneapolis for a bone marrow
transplant. Again she underwent more chemo, more procedures and radiation.
Lily had few complications and we were hopeful she had beaten her disease.
In February 2008, during routine follow-up, Lily relapsed and we were once
again faced with our worst nightmare. 

 Lily spent the next few months with many complications. The disease had



taken a toll on her little body and it was evident a cure was not going to be
had. As any child would, Lily wanted to be at home with her family, her toys
and her new puppy, Gracie Mae. On Friday, April 25th, we granted Lily's final
wish to return to the comfort of her home. 

 Lily was accomplished in many things, art, music, dance and being a princess.
She enjoyed putting her make-up on and quickly learned all of her medical
terminology. She mimicked her treatment on many stuffed animals and
aspired to become a doctor when she grew up. Lily touched many people's
lives with her wit and humor. 

 We would like to thank the many doctors, nurses, care partners and hospital
staff that took care of Lily over the last two years. You were more than
caregivers to her and us. You were friends who came to love our daughter and
made her illness bearable for all of us. 

 To our family and friends, thank you for your love and support. You made the
last two years possible with your constant support, prayers, and love.
Although Lily's time was far too short, she gave us all a lifetime of memories. 

 Lily passed away on Saturday, April 26, 2008 at her home in Omaha,
surrounded by her family and friends at the age of 4 years, 3 months and 27
days. She is survived by her parents John and Shelly; sister Lindsey and
brother Connor all of Omaha; grandparents Ben and Mary Wilkins of Omaha
and Kim and Joan Leyden of Washington, IA; great grandmothers Florence
Schumacher and Helen Leyden; aunts and uncles: Deanna Hankins, Chuck
Hankins, Craig Wilkins, Bob Wilkins, and Jennifer Wilkins all of Omaha, NE;
Chris and Sara Leyden of Iowa City, IA; Joel and Myndi Leyden of Winner,
SD; and Nick Leyden of Washington, IA; and cousins: Kylie, Anna, Jesse,
Andrew, Josh, Emilee, Joseph, Justin, Casey, Jack, Abigail, Madeline, Isabelle
and Lydia.
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kathy erickson - May 10, 2008 at 06:09 AM

i am so sorry to see that you have lost your precious fighter.. if there
is anything i can do, please know that i am here.. 
 
the mailman

Another Angel's Mommy - May 01, 2008 at 07:37 AM

Lily's Family- 
My heart breaks for you. I too have an angel in heaven and I know
how difficult this time is for you. Please know that there are so many
people thinking of you and praying for you. You may never know
how many lives Lily touched. God bless and keep you!

Craig and Pat Enenbach - April 29, 2008 at 10:17 AM

We are deeply saddened by the death of your precious Lily. We truly
understand your pain, since we lost our son, John Joseph many
years ago of Leukemia. We have just purchased the house on the
corner of 171st and Seward Street. We have been renovating it for
some time now and hope to move in, in the next few weeks, We met
Connor and are looking forward to meeting you. Please know we
are available for you to talk, or just share your memories of Lily. Our
prayers have been coming your way for sometime now and we will
continue to pray for you. We are here for you. Pat and Craig
Enenbach
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Lori - April 29, 2008 at 07:35 AM

I don't know your family but heard of Lilly's story through Tanner
Lusk's website. What a precious little girl!!! I am praying for your
family and may GOD bless you all! I am so very sorry!!!!


