Mario Alberto Zuniga Pacheco
Sr.

May 18, 1932 - November 3, 2025

In Loving Memory
Mario A. Zuiiga Pacheco
1932 — 2025

Mario A. Zuniga Pacheco, 93, from Chile, passed away on Monday,
November 3, 2025, in Ashland. He was born in La Calera, Chile, and grew up
in Valparaiso and Quilpué.

A visitation will be held on Saturday, November 8, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m., followed by a Memorial Ceremony at 12:00 noon at Reichmuth Funeral
Home in Elkhorn, Nebraska. All are welcome to join the family for lunch
following the service.

As the eldest of seven children, Mario was a devoted and caring brother who
always looked after his family. His deep sense of responsibility, generosity,
humor, and love for his family shaped the man he became throughout his life.

Mario studied at Liceo Eduardo de la Barra in Valparaiso, where he enjoyed
rowing with the German Club team. He later attended the Instituto Pedagdgico
at the University of Chile in Santiago, earning his Baccalaureate in Education
in Physics and Mathematics. It was there that he met his future wife, Maria
Barrientos Aguirre.



Mario and Maria married in 1958 and built a beautiful life together in Santiago,
raising six children.

A passionate educator, Mario began his teaching career at Padres Franceses
and went on to teach at several schools, including Colegio Aleman, Colegio
Nido de Aguilas, St. George Catholic School, San Pedro Nolasco High
School, and Carmen Teresiano High School. He also served as a professor at
the Centro de Perfeccionamiento, an institute dedicated to the professional
development of educators.

His dedication to education and personal growth took him abroad, earning
fellowships to study in Corvallis, Oregon (1965) and at Chelsea College in
London, England (1974).

In 1988, Mario moved to Omaha, Nebraska, to be closer to most of his
children who had relocated to the United States. He taught at schools in the
metro area including Marian, DC West, Roncalli and others.

Mario was known for his enthusiasm for teaching and his belief in lifelong
learning. He often told his students that a day has 24 hours — eight for
sleeping, eight for school or work, and the other eight “to learn only physics.”

Mario’s heart was always divided between his two homes. Though he lived far
from Chile, he remained deeply connected to his family there. He traveled
often between the United States and Chile, visiting loved ones across
hemispheres. Mario treasured every trip, every visit, and every moment
shared with those he loved.

Mario was preceded in death by his parents, Julio Zuiniga Lifiandariz and
Hortencia Pacheco Ahumada, and by his siblings Eduardo, Maria, and Ercilia.



He is survived by his beloved wife, Maria (Maru) Barrientos, his siblings Juan,
Hayde, and Elena, and his in-laws Patricia and Patricio.

Mario’s memory will also live on through his six children and their families:

» Son: Mario (Charlotte) — children Cassie, Andrea, Aims, and Steven

» Daughter: Maria Elena/Beba— children Pablo, Sofia, and Antonia

» Daughter: Maria Eugenia/Kena (Alvin Tarrell) — children Alejandra, Andrea,
Ariel, and Amanda

» Son: Mauricio/Micho (Verdnica Irigoin) — children Alonso, Gabriela, and
Paula

* Daughter: Alejandra (Curt Oran) — children Kevin, Nathan, and Sarah

» Daughter: Soledad/Sole (Ty Wells) — children Justin, Sean, Kiana, and
Sydney

He was also blessed with ten great-grandchildren — Lincoln, Harrison, Maja,
Leni, Sofia, Cristébal, José Pedro, Amanda Luna, Arla, and Brisa — all of
whom were a source of great pride and joy.

Mario will always be remembered for his joyful spirit, his laughter, and the love
he shared so freely. He loved music and dancing and celebrated every
moment — every birthday, every milestone, every gathering with family and
friends. His happiness was contagious, and his adventurous heart will be
dearly missed.

Photos of Mario can be viewed at the following link: https://mazupa.rockstead
y.ai/

En Memoria de
Mario A. Zuiiga Pacheco
1932 — 2025



Mario A. Zuniga Pacheco, 93 afos, originario de Santiago de Chile, fallecio el
lunes 3 de noviembre de 2025 en Ashland, Omaha - Nebraska. Nacio en La
Calera, Chile, y creci6 en Valparaiso y Quilpué.

La velacion se realizara el sabado 8 de noviembre, desde las 11:00 a.m.
hasta las 12:00 p.m., seguida de una ceremonia conmemorativa al mediodia
en Reichmuth Funeral Home, en Elkhorn, Nebraska. Todos estan
cordialmente invitados a acompaniar a la familia a un almuerzo después del
servicio. Misa en celebracion de su vida tendra lugar en Santiago de Chile el
dia Viernes 12 de Diciembre préximo. Lugar y hora sera comunicado a traves
de la familia.

Como el mayor de siete hermanos, Mario fue un hermano carifioso y
dedicado, siempre preocupado por su familia. Su profundo sentido de
responsabilidad, generosidad, humor y amor por los suyos marcaron el
hombre que fue durante toda su vida.

Mario estudioé en el Liceo Eduardo de la Barra en Valparaiso, donde disfruté
formar parte del equipo de remo del Club Aleman. Mas tarde asisti6 al
Instituto Pedagogico de la Universidad de Chile en Santiago, donde obtuvo su
Licenciatura en Educacion con mencion en Fisica y Matematicas. Fue alli
donde conocio a quien seria su esposa, Maria Barrientos Aguirre.

Mario y Maria se casaron en 1958 y construyeron juntos una hermosa vida en
Santiago, donde criaron a sus seis hijos.

Apasionado por la ensenanza, Mario comenzo su carrera docente en Padres
Franceses y continué ensefando en varios colegios, entre ellos el Colegio
Aleman, Colegio Nido de Aguilas, St. George Catholic School, San Pedro
Nolasco y Carmen Teresiano. También se desempefié como profesor en el



Centro de Perfeccionamiento, una institucion dedicada al desarrollo
profesional de los educadores.

Su dedicacion a la educacion y al crecimiento personal lo llevo al extranjero,
donde obtuvo becas para estudiar en Corvallis, Oregon (1965) y en el
Chelsea College de Londres, Inglaterra (1974).

En 1988, Mario se trasladdé a Omaha, Nebraska, para estar mas cerca de la
mayoria de sus hijos, quienes se habian radicado en Estados Unidos. Alli
continud su vocaciéon docente en distintos colegios del area metropolitana,
entre ellos Marian, DC West, Roncalli, y otros.

Mario era conocido por su entusiasmo por la ensefianza y su firme creencia
en el aprendizaje continuo. Solia decir a sus alumnos que si el dia tiene 24

horas: ocho son para dormir, ocho para estudiar o trabajar, y las otras ocho

“para aprender solo fisica”.

El corazén de Mario siempre estuvo dividido entre sus dos hogares. Aunque
formd su hogar lejos de Chile, mantuvo una profunda conexion con su familia
alla. Viajaba con frecuencia entre Estados Unidos y Chile, visitando a sus
seres queridos a través de los hemisferios. Mario atesoraba cada viaje, cada
visita y cada momento compartido con quienes amaba.

Mario fue precedido en la muerte por sus padres, Julio Zuniga Lifiandariz y
Hortencia Pacheco Ahumada, y por sus hermanos Eduardo, Maria y Ercilia.

Le sobreviven su amada esposa, Maria (Maru) Barrientos, sus hermanos
Juan, Hayde y Elena, y sus cufiados Patriciay Patricio.

El recuerdo de Mario también vivira en sus seis hijos y sus familias:
Hijo: Mario (Charlotte) — hijos Cassie, Andrea, Aims y Steven



Hija: Maria Elena (Beba) — hijos Pablo, Sofia y Antonia

Hija: Maria Eugenia (Kena) (Alvin Tarrell) — hijos Alejandra, Andrea, Ariel y
Amanda

Hijo: Mauricio (Micho) (Veronica Irigoin) — hijos Alonso, Gabriela y Paula
Hija: Alejandra (Curt Oran) — hijos Kevin, Nathan y Sarah

Hija: Soledad (Sole) (Ty Wells) — hijos Justin, Sean, Kiana y Sydney

También fue bendecido con diez bisnietos — Lincoln, Harrison, Maja, Leni,
Sofia, Cristébal, José Pedro, Amanda Luna, Arla y Brisa — quienes fueron su
mayor orgullo y alegria.

Mario sera recordado siempre por su espiritu alegre, su risa contagiosa y el
amor que compartio tan generosamente. Amaba la musica y el baile, y
celebraba cada momento: cada cumplearos, cada logro y cada reunion con
familia y amigos. Su felicidad era contagiosa, y su espiritu aventurero sera
profundamente extrafiado por todos quienes lo conocieron.

Para ver fotos de Mario, utilice el enlace: https://mazupa.rocksteady.ai/



Previous Events

Visitation with Family and Friends

NOV 8. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Memorial Mass

NOV 8. 12:00 PM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/


mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Tribute Wall

Reichmuth Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Mario
Alberto Zuniga Pacheco Sr.

Reichmuth Funeral Home - November 04, 2025 at 01:56 PM

Acompanando desde Chile, Javier Torres Zufiga y familia

Javier Torres - November 08, 2025 at 01:12 PM

Unida desde Chile en oracion

Maria Elena Torres Zuiiiga - November 08, 2025 at 01:16 PM

Acompanandolos desde Chile, un abrazo para la familia

Any Vasquez - November 08, 2025 at 01:24 PM

Los acompafiamos desde Chile, familias Zarate Zuriga, Moraga
Zuniga y Hernandez Zuriga

Vicente Zarate - November 08, 2025 at 01:32 PM

Acompanando desde Chile, Juan Zuhiga Pacheco y familia.

Juan - November 08, 2025 at 06:05 PM



Luis Castro Obregon purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of Mario Alberto Zuriiga
Pacheco Sr..

Luis Castro Obregon - November 08, 2025 at 06:05 AM

Garen & Karla Wright and Sylvia Archer
purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Mario Alberto Zuriiga Pacheco Sr..

Garen & Karla Wright and Sylvia Archer - November 07, 2025
at 12:38 PM

Jocelyn C. planted a grove of 5 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Mario Alberto
Zuniga Pacheco Sr..

Jocelyn C. - November 07, 2025 at 09:59 AM

Kennedy, Kelsey, Tab, Noel, Liam & Dave

purchased the Days of Sunshine Bouquet for the
family of Mario Alberto Zuniga Pacheco Sr..

Kennedy, Kelsey, Tab, Noel, Liam & Dave - November 06,
2025 at 11:42 PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Ray and Becki Carter, Aidan and Jackson planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mario Alberto Zuriiga Pacheco Sr..

Ray and Becki Carter, Aidan and Jackson - November 06, 2025 at 06:26 PM

Ray and Becki Carter, Aidan and Jackson

purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the
family of Mario Alberto Zuriiga Pacheco Sr..

Ray and Becki Carter, Aidan and Jackson - November 06,
2025 at 06:26 PM

Hasanbegovic Family purchased the Simply Eleg
ant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mario Alberto
Zuniga Pacheco Sr..

Hasanbegovic Family - November 06, 2025 at 11:21 AM

Hasanbegovic Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mario Alberto
Zuniga Pacheco Sr..

Hasanbegovic Family - November 06, 2025 at 11:21 AM

View Photos of Mario: https://mazupa.rocksteady.ai/

Reichmuth Funeral Home - November 05, 2025 at 01:30 PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://mazupa.rocksteady.ai/

Gary Oran and Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mario Alberto
Zuriiga Pacheco Sr..

Gary Oran and Family - November 05, 2025 at 01:13 PM

Gary Oran and Family purchased the Simply Ele

gant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mario Alberto
Zuniga Pacheco Sr..

Gary Oran and Family - November 05, 2025 at 01:13 PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

