
Martin A Pedersen
December 16, 1929 - January 9, 2021

Martin Anton (Marty) Pedersen was born on December 16, 1929 on a farm in
Platte Center, Nebraska to Neils Peder and Dagmar Ane (Jacobsen)
Pedersen. Marty attended school in Platte Center, graduating from Platte
Center High School in 1947. Following high school, Marty joined the U. S. Air
Force, eventually attaining the rank of Airman 3rd Class. He was accepted
into the pilot training program; however, he chose instead to be stationed
closer to home requesting a transfer back to Nebraska, showing the
importance of family to Marty. One of the highlights of his time in the service
was when he met Colonel Paul Tibbets. 

While in the Air Force, he purchased a 1951 Allis Chalmers WD tractor
because he intended to return to farming with his mother when he left the
military. His life trajectory changed with the GI Bill and a chance to attend
college. He earned a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha and was inducted into the professional
business fraternity, Delta Sigma Pi. Marty worked for several years at N.P.
Dodge Realty in Omaha earning his real estate license before starting his own
company, Pedersen Construction Company. 

 

In 1960, Marty was set up on blind date by his cousin Gladys, with her
neighbor, Delores Siefering. They married on August 25, 1960. This union
was blessed with three girls: Terri (1963), Vicki (1965), and Tammy (1969).



The family lived in homes built by Pedersen Construction Company, first in
Omaha and then moving in 1973 to Riverside Lakes outside of Waterloo,
Nebraska. Marty built homes in Omaha, mainly in the Maple Village and
Raintree additions, and Lincoln. As a contractor, he was active in the
Metropolitan Omaha Builders Association (MOBA) serving as the President in
1973. Throughout his life, Marty loved to travel and through MOBA, they
traveled to several places with his dream trip to Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden. Marty and Delores made many friends through their business,
square dancing, and church. In 1981, the family lost Delores to cancer and
Marty was left with three teenage girls to raise. 

 

In 1983, Marty married Sharon (Reinholdt) Kostinec, bringing four boys to the
family creating the Pedersen-Kostinec Bunch. Marty enjoyed hunting and
fishing with the Kostinec boys, especially the oldest, Terry, with whom he
bought a cabin and enjoyed many trips to Canada. After many years at the
helm of Pedersen Construction Company, Marty slowed down in the late 80s
and took a job as a Construction Loan Officer for Commercial Federal Savings
and Loan, retiring from this position in 1995. Additionally, because of smart
real estate transactions, he invested in several rental properties. 

 

The importance of family was evident in his relationship with his children and
grandchildren. Marty enjoyed spending time with both, but especially his
grandchildren; going to sporting and school / church events, family holidays,
camping, and taking each grandchild to Williamsburg and Washington D. C.
He continued to travel with trips to various locations in the United States; and
in his later years, took two special trips to Denmark to explore his family roots
meeting distant cousins. As a full-blooded Dane, Marty was very proud of his
Danish heritage, sharing this love of things Danish to his daughters and
teaching them to make aebleskiver. Marty gave back to his community and
church by donating to a variety of charitable organizations, participating in
mission trips to Mexico, serving on the Waterloo School Board, as a member



on the Board of Directors of Good Shepherd Lutheran Home, and serving in
many volunteer positions at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church (Omaha) and
Bethany Lutheran Church (Elkhorn). 

 

You cannot take the farmer out of the man and as a hobby, Marty collected
and restored antique tractors with the help of friends. He also collected John
Deere toy tractors. Finally, Marty will be remembered for his love of people.
Marty never met a stranger and would engage everyone he met in
conversation to learn more about them and discover their story. 

 He was preceded in death by: his parents; 1st wife, Delores Pedersen; and a
sister, Barbara Smetzer. 

Martin is survived by: his wife, Sharon Pedersen of Bennington; daughters,
Terri (Mark) Summey of Emporia, KS, Vicki Dunkle of Blair, NE and Tammy
(David) Bowes of Elkhorn, NE; 10 grandchildren; step-sons: Terry Kostinec,
Robert Kostinec, Mark Kostinec, and Jerry Joseph Kostinec, III. and five step-
grandchildren; a sister, Ane Ertzner of San Jose, CA; and a brother, Pete
Pedersen of Omaha, NE. 

 

Memorials in lieu of flowers can be made to either Bethany Lutheran Church
or Museum of Danish America at Elk Horn, Iowa at https://www.danishmuseu
m.org/.



Previous Events

Family will receive friends

JAN 14. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

 Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd. 

 P.O. Box 711
Elkhorn, NE 68022
 402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Graveside

JAN 15. 2:30 PM (CT)

Evergreen Memorial Park - Omaha
2300 S 78th St
Omaha, NE 68124

mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/
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Reichmuth Funeral Home - January 12, 2021 at 11:48 AM

Reichmuth Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of Martin A
Pedersen

December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

Martin A Pedersen

Kirsten Siefering - January 15, 2021 at 01:11 PM

Lovely service for a wonderful Uncle. I'll miss him so much, but
have amazing memories that will last my lifetime and hopefully my
son's (since I talk/share a lot). Love you Uncle Marty!



DS

Timothy Pedersen - January 15, 2021 at 11:08 AM

I really loved all the memories out family made together. Martin was
a great man and I always enjoyed the times we got to spend
together. Condolences from my family to yours. Our prayers go out
to you for your loss. He will be missed by all of us.

Ducks Unlimited staff and supporters - January 14, 2021 at
04:47 PM

Ducks Unlimited staff and supporters purchased
the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Martin A Pedersen.

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Duane & Bev Sveum - January 14, 2021 at 04:11 PM

Our first memories of Marty were at Bethany Lutheran Church.
Duane served on Church Council with Marty and Duane & Bev
attended Marty's adult bible class. Marty was always ready to have
a friendly conversation. He was a fine christian man. We send our
sympathy and caring thoughts to Marty's daughters and their
famiies and to Sharon and her sons. 

  
Duane & Bev Sveum

Bill Armbrust - January 14, 2021 at 07:49 AM

So sad to hear of Marty passing. Can’t overstate the enjoyment he
brought to me and many others in a challenging conversation over a
coffee or when just passing through the same place at the same
time. He was inviting and engaging in a way that few people can
match. Marty was a great influence and example to me any many
others on how to be a good man. He demonstrated the importance
and joy of thinking deeper and looking around the next corner. 

 Bill Armbrust 
 Elkhorn

Brian, Kelly, Ingrid, and Garrett - January 13, 2021 at 05:20
PM

Brian, Kelly, Ingrid, and Garrett purchased the En
during Grace for the family of Martin A Pedersen.

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


BC

JE

RF



Bethany Lutheran Church - January 12, 2021 at 08:24 PM

Prayers for God’s comfort and hope to surround her and Marty’s
family during this time of mourning. May God’s presence and peace
be felt with each of Marty’s family members and friends as they
gather to celebrate his life. From Bethany Lutheran Church Ministry

Jane E. - January 12, 2021 at 12:45 PM

Jane E. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
Martin A Pedersen.

Rennae, Scott, Becca & your RSDA family. - January 12, 2021
at 10:01 AM

Rennae, Scott, Becca & your RSDA family.
purchased the Fairest of All for the family of
Martin A Pedersen.

January 11, 2021 at 11:47 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Martin A Pedersen.

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


TF

The Ane Ertzner family and Pete Pedersen family. - January
11, 2021 at 04:12 PM

The Ane Ertzner family and Pete Pedersen
family. purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spr
ay for the family of Martin A Pedersen.

https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

