
Maryjane Gonzalez
November 28, 1939 - August 13, 2025

Maryjane (Engert) Gonzalez, age 85, passed away peacefully on August 13,
2025. Maryjane spent 

 the majority of her life in in San Diego, California and met her husband Pete in
1961 while he was in 

 the U.S. Navy, stationed in San Diego. Maryjane and Pete married soon after
they met and had 

 three children. Maryjane moved with her husband from their family home in
Old Town San Diego to 

 Elkhorn, Nebraska in 2020, residing most recently at The Heritage at Legacy
Retirement Center 

 where she and her husband enjoyed a supportive community of friends. 
 

Maryjane was preceded in death by her parents, John and Katie Engert and
brother Charles Engert. Maryjane’s surviving siblings are Alex Granillo, John
Engert, Rosie Shands, and Frank Engert. 

 

Maryjane is also survived by her loving husband and best friend of 64 years,
Pete Gonzalez; 

 daughter, Maryjane (Manuel) Coito; son, Pete Jr. Gonzalez; daughter,
Christina (Mike) Holling; 

 grandchildren, Britni (John) Cammall, Anthony Coito, Laurel (Kyle) Coito,
Evan Coito, Olivia 



Gonzalez, Anthony Gonzalez-Holling, Campbell Holling, Logan Holling; great-
grandson, Ronin 

 Cammall; and her many beloved extended family in Colorado and California. 
 

Maryjane devoted her time to caring for others, including operating a private
daycare and she 

 became a mother-like figure to multiple generations. She will always be known
for her childlike spirit, 

 big smile, and generous, compassionate, kind heart. Maryjane loved to
garden, often seeking new 

 flowers to add to her yard. Her front yard was admired by the many passersby,
who would often stop 

 and take photos in front of her charming flower garden. Maryjane also enjoyed
searching for small 

 treasures for her home, her garden, or her grandchildren at flea markets and
garage sales. She was 

 also notorious for adopting animals who needed a loving home and even had
an extra-large aviary in her backyard with over 40 birds. Maryjane also
enjoyed spending time with friends and family by taking extra-long walks. If
she wasn’t caring for others, gardening, shopping for treasures, or taking long
walks you would find Maryjane in front of a puzzle. Maryjane was a treasure
that has left a legacy of teaching those who knew her how to bring joy to
others through something as simple as a smile. Maryjane never truly knew
how many lives she touched; she will be loved and missed greatly. 

 

A celebration of life will be held in Maryjane’s honor in Denver, Colorado on
September 6th , 2025 

 however memorials can be sent to Scatter Joy Acres, a non-profit in the
Omaha, Nebraska area that 

 rescues animals of all kinds who are in need of some extra love and care but
also provides animal 



assisted therapy to help provide comfort for humans. More information can be
found at 

 www.scatterjoyacres.org/donation.
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E Marie Witt - August 19, 2025 at 10:03 AM

Maryjane was a very special friend who I met when her daughter,
Christina introduced us at their home in Elkhorn. She was always
smiling and laughing whenever I was around her and Pete. A
woman of pure joy that I found refreshing to have in my life after
Rick passed in 2020. She and Pete would come to church and
would sit behind me, so I got to really know them better and loved
them both. They would come to Forever Young at church once a
month for a lunch and entertainment, having lots of conversation
and laughs. I thank God she was part of my life and will miss her so
much. Thank you, sweet friend, for your beautiful smile, hugs and
laughter. I will miss you!!

KO

Kathy olguin - August 19, 2025 at 07:38 PM

Auntie Maryjane was very well known for her amazing smile! That’s just
one thing, her heart was full of Love! Love for life, humans, animals,
flowers, mostly everything! She would give you the shirt off her back to
make anyone happy! She gave me a job in her daycare her and uncle
helped us get back on our feet when we moved there from Denver,
they are both incredible loving people! Auntie I love you so much!
Thank you for being my mom, my friend, and just being you! That smile
of yours is imprinted in my heart forever! Thank you auntie for all the
laughs and teaching me that that’s all it takes! and Thank you Lord for
taking auntie home and giving auntie her wings � Lord may she rest
peacefully in your presence! Amen


