Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick
January 9, 1949 - November 26, 2018

Memorials to the Omaha Christian Academy.

Vanetta Jean “Jeannie” Larrick was born January 9th, 1949 in Campbell, NE
during the famous snowy winter of 1948-1949. Coincidently, Jeannie was born
in the same house her future husband was also born in just 4 months prior.
Jeannie grew up on her family’s farm just outside the quaint town of Bladen,
Nebraska. While growing up, Jeannie enjoyed attending dance and tap
classes and taking piano lessons. She liked to read, ride her bike, crochet,
sew, cook, and keep up with her farm chores.

Jeannie attended elementary and high school in Bladen and was a part of the
Bladen Bulldogs graduating class of 1967. While in high school, Jeannie
played the drums in the school band, ran track, excelled as a volleyball player,
and was a cheerleader. She was also active in 4-H where she showed cattle
and home economics at the fair. Jeannie loved music and singing. She had a
beautiful singing voice and could be found singing solos, singing in choirs,
with her sisters,and later with her husband and children at various events and
church services. Jeannie was also an active member of her church. With all
the activities Jeannie was involved with, it wasn’t surprising she was
homecoming queen her senior year of high school.

After high school, Jeannie attended Kearney State College, now known as



UNK. While at Kearney State, Jeannie found that she enjoyed working in their
college library. She also found she enjoyed being with James (Jim) Larrick as
she accepted his proposal of marriage while they were both attending the
college. Jeannie graduated in January of 1971 with her Bachelor’s degree in
Elementary Education. Later that year, on June 19th, 1971, Jim and Jeannie
were married at the United Methodist Church in Bladen. It was a long time
coming! Jim and Jeannie grew up just a few miles apart. They attended the
same elementary and high school where they were high school sweethearts.
Jim was determined to marry Jeannie, enough so to propose to her three
times. As Jeannie would explain it, Jim wasn’t on his knee the first time he
asked her, then he started laughing the second time he asked. Thankfully, the
3rd time he got his act together and executed the proposal to her liking and
she graciously accepted. After they married, they moved to Omaha for a short
time before they found their

long term home on good ol’ Whittingham Street in Valley, Nebraska. During
their early years in Valley, Jeannie taught at the local Valley elementary school
and Jim worked at Mutual of Omaha. They welcomed their first child, David, in
July of 1976. Three years later, in July of 1979, she gave David a little brother,
Daniel. Fast forward five years and they completed their family with a little girl,
Diana, in August, 1984. Jeannie taught full time in Valley until Daniel was
born. After his birth, she worked in the Valley school system as a substitute
teacher. In 1988, the two boys started attending Omaha Christian Academy.
Jeannie started substitute teaching at OCA that year and accepted a full time
teaching position

the next school year. Jeannie’s love for Jesus Christ led her and her three
children to OCA. It was her calling. She taught elementary and middle school
age children there until she retired in 2012.

Jeannie was always active in her community. During her teen years, she
worked as a secretary for the church minister and helped at church camps
and was also active in the church youth group. As an adult, she remained



active in her local church. She held many leadership roles, as well as teaching
Sunday School and leading Bible Studies. Jeannie enjoyed being a member
of the Beta Sigma Phi Sorority. She was often in charge of coming up with
themes, decorations, and programs for their many events and fund raising
activities. She proudly served on the board of the Valley Public library. Her
ideas and leadership contributed to the betterment of the library. In retirement,
her work in the community did not end. Jeannie was often to be found at the
Sienna Francis House. There she taught people how to sew, crochet, make
blankets, scarves, and decorations. She poured her love into her community.
She never met a person in need that she did not try to help in some way. As a
last gift to her home town, she and her siblings transformed an open lot on
Main Street into a Veterans’ Memorial.

After retirement, Jeannie and Jim went on several beautiful cruises. When at
home in the summertime, she spent countless hours in her garden, as she
loved to garden and make zucchini bread and rhubarb jam from the fruits of
her labor. Jeannie loved her grandkids and took great joy in taking them to the
Valley library, baking with them, teaching them to sew, and so much more.
There was so much that she gave to so many. Jeannie will be loved and
missed by all who knew her.

Vanetta Jean “Jeannie” Larrick, age 69, formerly of Valley, NE, died 11/26/18.
She is preceded in death by parents Glenn & Elaine Vance. Survived by

husband James of Valley, sons and daughters-in-law David & Kari of Omaha,
and their children Curin and Conley; Daniel & Rebekka of Blair, NE, and their
children Madilyn, Nolan, and Ansley; daughter and son-in-law Diana & Jarrod
Benson of Valley, and their children Quinn Garges and Cassius Benson;

brother and sister-in-law Roger & Charlene Vance, sisters and brother-in-law
LeAnn & James Johnson and Janice Hartman, and many beloved nieces and



nephews.

Funeral service 11 AM Friday, United Faith Community Church, Valley, NE.
Visitation Thursday from Noon to 8 PM at the funeral home in Elkhorn with

family receiving friends from 5-8 PM. Graveside service Saturday, 11 AM at
East Lawn Cemetery, Bladen, NE. Memorials to the Omaha Christian

Academy.



Cemetery Details

East Lawn Cemetery

Bladen, NE

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 29. 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Family will receive friends

NOV 29. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Reichmuth Funeral Home - Omaha / Elkhorn
21901 W. Maple Rd.

P.O. Box 711

Elkhorn, NE 68022

402-289-2222
services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/


mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:services@reichmuthfuneralhomes.com
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/

Funeral Service

NOV 30. 11:00 AM (CT)

United Faith Community Church
218 West Gardiner Street
Valley, NE 68064

Graveside

DEC 1. 11:00 AM.

East Lawn Cemetery
Bladen, NE



Tribute Wall

Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick

December 10, 2022 at 09:12 AM

Our sincere condolences to the family of Jeannie. We considered
her a good friend. (I (Larry Preston) was a classmate of Jeanniie's
from Kindergarten through 12th grade and we graduated together.
We then went on to Kearney to college and were in several classes
there too.). (I, Jeanette (Larry's sister) also enjoyed the time | spent
with Jeannie at Church, school activities, etc.). Larry Preston and
Jeanette Wilkinson

Jeanette Wilkinson - December 02, 2018 at 07:17 PM

Lawrence (Larry) and Andrea Kershner send |
our condolences to your family. God be with

you. ’

Larry Kershner - November 30, 2018 at 05:51 PM

Kevin & Mary Karr and Family purchased the Em
erald Garden Basket for the family of Vanetta
Jean "Jeannie" Larrick.

Kevin & Mary Karr and Family - November 30, 2018 at 02:24
PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

4 files added to the tribute wall

John Niemoth - November 29, 2018 at 08:48 PM

We all thought a lot of Jeannie. She always
showed us kindness. She will be missed by
many!

Charlene Troudt - November 29, 2018 at 06:47 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick.

November 29, 2018 at 12:30 PM



https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Ken, Evelyn, Cris, Sarah, Amy & Jenny and
families purchased the Lavender Reflections Spr
ay for the family of Vanetta Jean "Jeannie"
Larrick.

Ken, Evelyn, Cris, Sarah, Amy & Jenny and families -
November 29, 2018 at 12:27 PM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick.

November 29, 2018 at 06:55 AM

Dear Larrick family, your great grief and loss is heavens celebration
and gain! | always enjoyed running into her and doing projects with
her at OCA. Jim, you and Jean raised very fine kids! My heart goes
out to you, praying for peace and strength to get you through!

In our precious Lords name,

Heidi Riha

Heidi Riha - November 29, 2018 at 02:54 AM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Dear Jim and families,

What a blessing she was to John and I, as neighbors to them! We
shared so many joys of teaching, craft ideas, and activities to do
with our students on Kodiak Island, Alaska! | will cherish those
memories forever!

In His love and ours,

Mary Ann and John Niemoth

Mary Ann Niemoth - November 28, 2018 at 10:17 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick.

November 28, 2018 at 09:50 PM

Thank you Lord for sharing the Blessings of Jean as a teacher,
friend, neighbor, and cook of the Water Festival at Two Rivers State
Park. Prayers are for her family and Frends. She wore many hats to
help out the Community. AMEN!

John Niemoth - November 28, 2018 at 08:49 PM
My deepest sympathy to you, Jim! Many fond memories of you at
OPPD. | know she had to be a wonderful woman.
Rob Rohrbough

Rob Rohrbough - November 28, 2018 at 06:18 PM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Jim & family, ]
I met Jeanne through Beta Sigma Phi, she

was one of the first sorority sisters | gained. | |
recall her being sweet, kind, helpful and gave “
some of the most intriguing programs at our

meetings! | would have never thought there was a language to hand
fans, but thanks to her program, | was fascinated to learn about it!
She will be dearly missed by all who knew her. | hope you can find
some comfort in the knowledge that she will always be with you, in
spirit and in your heart.

Amy Arvanis - November 28, 2018 at 12:19 PM
Steve and Ann Andrews Montevideo, Mn

purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Vanetta Jean "Jeannie" Larrick.

Steve and Ann Andrews Montevideo, Mn - November 28,
2018 at 10:03 AM

Dear David, Daniel and Diana,

Your mom was one of the best teachers ever! She was caring,
thoughtful and loving to all of her students. She really was one of
those teachers who come along and are remembered with love. We
feel so blessed to have had her teach our daughter and to have had
her as a friend. Blessings to you and to your dad Jim.

Bob and Gerri Nordell

Gerri Nordell - November 28, 2018 at 07:52 AM


https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reichmuthfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

